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ABSTRACT 

This study ra porta on tha iapact of inquiry on tha 
social stodias cnrricalna in 40 Raw Jarsay public sanior high schools 
as of 1974. Tha raaaarch is a follovap study to ona conductad in 
1964. Basponsas to a quastionnaira, ralatad to curriculua ravision* 
vara racaivad fro« principala, dapartaant haads, and taachar s of tha 
saaa schools survayed a dacada aarliar. Changes during tha 10-yaar 
intarval, as shovn by tha study, induda (1) an incraasa in tha 
nuabar of social stadias coursas, (2) a trand toward alactiva* 
aicro-coursas (rathar than foll-yaar coursas) , (3) a shift toward 
studant involYaaant on concaptoal issuan, (4) an incraasa in tha 
nusbars of courses in behavioral sciancM- and area studies, and (5) a 
slight increase in the use of inquiry techniques vith an accoapanyiag 
plea for aatarials and facilities to i>:.vich and fncther increase 
these student-centered techniques. In regard to valuable influences 
on ctt«rriculuB revision, a strong preference is indicated for 
educational books by Bruner, Fenton, Olasser, Silvarsan, and Postaaa 
and waingartner. in addition, the Rational Association for Secondary 
School Principals Bulletin, Rational Council for the Social Studies 
aatarials, and social studies texts also rated high. Despite these 
encouraging trends, need is suggested for increased teacher training 
in the use of inquiry techniques. (JB) 



Vt OSMHtMiNtOFMiAtTH 

UMlONAUlNltitMTiOF 
IDMCAtlON 



BEST COPY AVAimE 
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Whit impact has Inquir/ had on the secondary social studies 
cuiTicultm? This question was tjie central focus of a follow-up study 
conducted ten years after research resulted in a status study for Aitgtrs» 
Ihe State (Miversity.^ Becauss that doctoral disserution reflects 
curricultsn revision barely beginning in the light of "Ihe New Social 
Studies'* taking shape in the Sixties, research a decade later with the 
saae schools has produced interesting, if not dranatic contrasts. 

In 1964, a random selection of SO schools was made from the 2S3 
New Jersey public senior high schools listed in the N^ Jersey Department 
of Education Directoiy. Prcn a review of the pertinent literature concern- 
ing variables related to curriculua revision, questionnaires were devised 
for principals, social studies teachers and department heads. Responses 
were received frcm 41 surf^. or 82 per cent of the surveyed schools. 

In 1974, qMtstionnaires \mt% mailed to the 41 schools whose staffs 
participated in the earlier study. Only one school hsd dosed within that 
period, leaving 40 schools to be surveyed. Of that mmiber» 90 per cent of 
the staffs responded. 

Nature of Qirriculum Revision 

Table 1 shows percentages of responses of principals, social studies 
teachers and department heads relating to the nature of curricultai revisioA 
in their schools. All three groups of respondents suted that the mriber of 
loeial^ studies courjes added has inereued, and write-ins indicated a shift 

. .... .11 
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PercenUgei of ResponMS of Principals, Depart.i$nt Heads 
and Taachars Ralating to tha Nature of Ourriculuii Revision 



nepartment 

\ Principals Heads Teachers 

1965 197S 1965 1975 1965 1975 

^ W"37 }^$0 W»34 N"29 N«196 N"94 

To what degree has the social studies 
curriculiiR in your system, kinder- 
garten through grade 12, been re- 
vised?^ 

(a) TVio or more new courses have 
been added 

(b) One new course has been 
added 

(c) At least one new course has 
been added and scne existing 
courses have been modified 

(d) At least one existing course 
has been modified 

(e) Complete revision has taken 
place^ 

(f ) No revision has taken place 



^rticipants could indicate more than one response for tadi it«B» a: . 

Whritten in by participants. 



24 89 32 89 27 88 

9 $ .. 

58 13 50 27 47 13 

21 13 29 10 14 7 

3 3 4 

3 5 
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to micro- (rather than fiill-year) courses. 

Table 2 indicates that the responses of principals and teachers 
regarding the addition of social studies courses reflect a definite change. 
Ihe curriculiin has expanded^ to include behavioral studies (sociology, 
psychology, and/or anthropology', area studies, and world cultures. Less 
oi^hasis seems to have been made on revising courses on the basis of the 
type of student: slow learner or advanced placement. In 196S, more 
Attention mis expressed for advanced placement or honors courses as 
supplements to the curriculua. Increased attention, particularly in urban 
schools, is currently being given to minority groups, as reflected by 
special courses in minority and/or ethnic studies. Ihe preoccupation with 
the Utest has broadened to include a foois on non-Western cultures, as 
well, specifically Asia. Less emphasis is afforded to Latin America and/or 
Africa, but certainly more attention is reported in these areu than was 
a decade ago. 

Open-ended Responses 

In addition to the 196S questionnaire, a supplement was included 
to elicit open-ended responses from the participants. Table 3 reveals 
interesting answers. While most social studies teachers and department heads 
stated that students are more demanding about teaching techniques, not so 
striking a nmber of responses indicates students are generally more able to 
do problem solving. Airthermore, idiile respondents indicate greater cnq|)hui8 
on increasinf student involvement and on conceptual study (rather thsn mere 
retention of facts)', studenu are reported to be more easily bored ti^ ever 
before. 

ERIC 



TABLE 2 
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percentages of Responses of 
Principals and Teachers 
Regarding the Addition of Social Studies Courses 



Principals 
196S 197S 
N-37 N-SO 



Teachers 
196S 197S 
N-196 N-94 



Pron the following list, which courses 
have been added in your school?* 

(a) courses in the behavioral 
sciences (sociology, psych- 
ology, anthropology) 24 62 

(b) courses in iiorld cultures or 

area studies 29 S5 

(c) courses for advanced place-' 

ment 24 13 

(d) courses for slow learners 58 20 

(e) courses for increasing levels 

of difficulty 32 

' (f) courses in increased nuiri)ers 
at the same level of 
difficulty 16 

(g) other** 

-hunanities course added — 13 

•ninorities course added 34 

-careers course added — 3 



27 

36 

29 
41 

17 



79 

70 

29 
38 

21 
36 



^Participants could indicate iiore than one response for each itei. 
Vitten in by participants. 
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perhaps this apptrent dilflM c«n be clarified by the responses 
to the last question in Table 3, '1«hat specific areas of curriculun refoni 
do you believe are nost vittl today?" Respondents said that a flexible 
curricultfR enphasizlng (1) prOblen solving, (2) individualised instniction» 
and (3) independent study is necessary. Write-ins mphasiied the need for 
Materials and facilities to acc(Mplish these goals. Also, released tine 
and swmer workshops to update and upgrade the curricului 4ere fre(|uentlr 
requested.^ 

Students* attitudes «iere described in responses to several open- 
ended questions. Concerning issues related to Watergate (asked before 
President Nixon resigned) , most students were reported to have expressed 
distnist, disrespect, and disenchantnent tdth goverment. Many respondents 
said that students "expect" corruption in government, at all levels. 
Teachers and department heeds reported a greater ability, generally, for 
students in problem solving and a greater aimreness of non-Western 
cultures, particularly AsU. Nost strikii^, hoMtver, m the assessment 
that students are more demanding and more easily bor4d than ever before. 

Impact of literature 

Most participar.ts suted that Social Education was, in general, 
worthMhile, workable, and/or realistic ^or their needs. Table 4 shows 
that the irost frequently nentioned readings principals considered as 
influencing curriculum revision were education texts. Scholars most often 
cited wsre firuner, Pen ton, Gluser, Silbeiman, and Postman and liteingartner. 
. Also listed as influential readings were the National AssocUtion of Secondary 
School Principals* Bulletin (N.A.8.8.P.)» National Council for the Social 
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TABLE 5 



Ptrcmtagei of Responses of Dsptrtment (leads and Teachers. 
Concerning the Status of Oirriculus and Student Attitudes 



Department 

Heads Teachers 
1975 1975 

5M9 N-93 

1. In general, do you find thot your students are 
nore capable of probloi solvingT 

(a) yes 4S 34 

(b) no 31 .42-- 

(c) soneKhat More capable 17 4 

(d) bright students, yes; sloi# students, no 3 2 

2. In general, do you find that your students are 
■ore critlftl, daMnding, easily bored, or 
particular about teaching tecmiques? 

(a) yes 66 73 

(b) no 14 10 

(c) sonewhat 7 6 

(d) slower students are apathetic 10 10 

3. What changes have ^cn made in ya'r own teaching? 

(a) emphasize concepts f.ore tVian retention 

of facts, alone 20 33 

(b) increased attention \o affective domain 14 4 

(c) emphasise increaser^ it int involvement 52 33 
. (d) increased use of l:viui techniques 7 24 

(e) focus on non-West i(id ethnic studies 7 

(f) updated and upgraU^i) content I process *• 3 

(g) return to traditiunal approaches 2 



4, Do you find the ideas in So cial Education, in 

General, i«orthi4iile, wDiiirierind^or realistic 
or your needs? 

(a) yes 52 24 

(b) no 10 13- 

(c) to some degree 21 24 

(d) should be more nrrctical 17 6 



S. In general, «(hat inf ant V^ts the Watergate 
situation had on your stu^lents?* 

(a) ircreased student .Txareness 4 interest in 
the mkings of govemnent; students 

question more 21 10 

(b) students reflect distrust, cynicism, dis- 
res|iecti and/or lack of confidence in 

goveiiMit 79 69 

little ifli^TCt, if aiqr — 9 

no answer 12 
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TABLE 3 
Continued 



6. ^ Do you think students today lOm won about 
Asia, Africa, and Latin Aaerica than > 
students did ten years agoT 

(a) yes 49 S3 

(b) no 32 34 

(c) attitudes seen the same 8 10 

(d) no answer U 10 

7. ISiat specific areas of curricultan refoni do 
you believe are most vital todayT 

(a) need to mphaait^ concepts (both 
cognitive and affective) in a 
flexible curriculiM (options, 

micro-courses) 34 14 

(b) emphasize problen solving, individ- 
ualized instruction, and independent 
study (malce aaterials and facilities 

available) 34 35 

(c) add courses 24 32 

(d) reading 7 3 

(e) More coanmity involvwent: *t)pan 
Walls" concept 4 
return to traditional courses 7 
more attention to non-college bound 

students 3 



^Participants wrote in responses. 
*Asked before President Nixon resigned. 
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TABLE 4 



Pttrctntagts of Responses of Prineiptls 
Regarding Reading Materials 
Miich Have Influenced Ourricultn Rerision 



Mhat reading: materials (periodicals, books, monographs) 
revision on your tchoolT* 


196S 
N"3o 


197S 








Duiietin 


32 


16 


2, Education texts^ 


42 


45 


3, Kational Council for the Sociel Studies Materials 


24 


10 


4. Social Education 


8 


16 


S« Nttional Education Aitssociation Journal 


S 




o« fiei# jersef Education Association Journal 


3 


• 


7, New Jerse/ State T partMnt Bulletins 


13 




8, Social science journals 


3 




9« Association for Supervision and Qnriculua 
Development TearoooKs 


13 




10« Social studies texts 


21 


13 


11. ThB NStion's Schools 


S 




12. Phi Delu Kappan 






13. New York Tines 






^Participants wrote in responses, and could indicate more 


than on 


e response. 


^:ited %«re Bniier» FeRtoii» 61ustr» Silbei«tn» and FOstman and 1ltii«artner. 
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studies mtterials and Social Bducfctlon* 
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SMaiy and Conclusion 

Responses indicate a very different social studies curriculuM in 
197S in (1) increased niters of courses; (2) a trend towards elective, 
nicro-courses (rather than full-year courses; (3) a shift to student In- 
volveaent on conceptual issues rather than passive students retaining only 
facts; (4) increased courses in behavioral sciences and area studies; (S) 
a slight increase in the use of inquiry techniques with an acoo^MDiyii« 
plea for naterials and facilities to enrich and further increase these 
student-centered techniques. 

ntrther study is needed concerning teacher education progrMs for 
both prospective and experienced teachers. At the university of Iowa and 
the Stete University of New York at New Palts, I have noted little increase"^"" 
in the past seven years in the awareness and/or ability of teachers in using 
inquiry techniques. Where intensive workshops have been conducted for 
exoerienced teachers » for exanple, at the Uhiversity of Hiwaii» Where I 
taught four workshops in two sisMers» the results have been nore satisfactory. 
Also» in cases in idiich ntw Materials » such as Min. A Course of Study , have 
acccapanying workshops to faailiarize teachers with new techniques » teadiers 
are aore able and confident.^ 

1t.is stimer, 80 per cent of one of ny classes of experienced teachers 
said they had not had ar.y prior experience or instxuction in nore cont«nporary 
techniques including slnulation, role play, ease study, and laboratory lessons. 

Hie 1975 curriculum in Niw Jersey nay look better en paper. Indications 
•that students are nore involved, me capable of problen solvii^, and aore aware 
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of behtvioral sciences and i#orld cultures are reassuring. Me need a closer 
look at What is actually happenii^ in the classrooM to know just how 
draMtic the change is, and to t^t degree, 
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Ravbm Olno, A Study to Detewdne the Sutus of the Social Studies QirriQilti 
ll Bvelopiwent in Seiected'wew JOfsey fumic secondyry school , unpublished doctoral 
dissertation, RutRors, The state iMiversity, 1905. 

^See "Inplications of the Social Studies Projects for QirricultaR Buildinci in 
Local Districts," by Norris N. Sanders and Marlin L. Tanck in Social Education 
(April, 1970), pp. 447-449. The issue features an appraisal of the tMenty-six 
national social studies projects and sons valuable observations and advice to 
educators in local districts. ^ 

'see the section, "Qm Ms Oumge the Teaching of Social Studies in the SchooUf** 
(six articles), in Social Education (Hurdi» 1973) » p|.. 190-216. 
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